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REASONS Humbly offered to the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons, for a Bill for the better Breeding of Able and Ex- 
erienced Shpmrights, and for the more Firm and Well 
uilding and Surveying of Ships and other Veſlels. 


ehwIxinda HE Shipmriohts of England were firit Incorporated for to Incou- 
rage and Increaie Navigation, by a due Obiervaiion of ter Or- 


& ; dinanczs, and general Ru'tes of Marire Archi.c&ure in all the 


Rivers and Porcs of Eryland and i! ales, 28 well for the Satety of 


the Livesof His Maj:(tics Subje&s, as allo the bertcr Securiry to Owners, 


- Merchants and Adventurers by Sca ; both for the Good of His Majelties 


Service, and the Encouragement of Trade and Navigation in general. 

Free That the Corporation of Shipwrights of Exzland, and Mechod of Breed- 
Sd fo. ing of Able and Experienced Shiowetebte; and the general Rules ot Ma- 
dation and 2 - Tine Architecture, having ſor'many Years paſt been negleftcd, ſundry E- 

ew Diſc ils of Conſequence daily happen by the Unskiltil, Deccitful, and Inſut- 

Fine, is a Kai- eque y appe : y x G a 
*-loe, ficient Building, Repaing, or Fitting out of Ships and Veſſels, and thro 

incapacited Perſons, that have neither Skill nor Experience, who take up- 

on them to Practice both at S:a and Aſhore, in the ſolid Work of that 

Art and Myſtery ; and although the Maſter-Builders be never fo Carctul 
and well $kill'd, yet their Reputations are oftentimes in queſtion, (thro 
the Diſabilicy of ſuch Perſons) and at times of Exigency or Extremn:y, 

are ill Inſtruments of great Diſappointment, both in His Majeſties and 

Merchants Service. | % ; 

For Remedy whereof, a Propoſal of additional Heads to Rethifie 
yyrnud of avd Improve the Shipwrights Trade, by Reviving the ſaid Ancient 
pot gra Company, with the fax 2 of their Ordinances and General Rules, 
; William, tht (which have not been properly conſidered more than Ei ea 
. the has lately been Deliberately Conſidered and Approved of by Perſons 


- It this Aﬀair, 


Years, ) 


4 


Shipwrights . . 
of Ing Knowing and Experienced in Marine Afﬀairs: And the Lords Commiſtion- [Y 
rine Works, be ers Of the Admiralty, the Commiſſioners of the Navy, and tion of -- 


j C:S and general Rules thereof, do com1.only take Preſidents from 014 Ini. 
gelted Mcthods, or trom Scriveners Con ratts, and ate tor ge:j 
as low as thy can. 

And as for the Maſter and Owners wholly Repoſing their Truſt in the 
Opinion ot a particular Shipwrig"t to ſurvey their Ship or Veſſel whilſt 
a Building, do with Submilſion leave it to Judgment, whether it can bs 
believed or ſuppoſed, that a particular Journeyman Shipwright will diſ- 
oblige the Maſter Buiiders, where his Repu.ation, Preferment, and whote 
Livelihood depends, to oblige the Maſter of a Ship and the Owners {or 
a {mall Reward of Day Wages extraordinary, only during the Time the 
Ship or Veſſel is a Building ? 

And as to the Ships or Veilcls that are Built, Rebuilt or Repaired CEx 
parte) without any Inſpettion or Survey whatever, what thole prancipal 
Materals are, and how the Wormanſhip has been performed-------- 


; T1 War 4 St 
1g the Price Cone mt wht. 
Contradts, has 
to lavge an Fx- 
tent, and gene- 
r.Ully lexves the 
Parts and Mite 
torials for the 
Safety of Men's 
Lroes, &c. in 
the Dart, 


And Tasb-Ma- 
fters or Under- 
tabers, Fs 
ſecond, third, or 
frurth Perſon, 
Now were the Ordinances and general Rules of Marine Architequre . is of evil 
duly obicrved between the Buyer and the Seller, ſuch Ships and Veſſels ” 


would then be c{teemed valuable in Reputation, and much better accepted 


And with humble Submiſſion in anſwer to the Objeition of a Monopoly. 

'- I. Upon ſerious and weighty Conſideration the Shipwrights of En;land Afmopaly an- 
were Incorporated, that ſo Univerial and Uſeful an Art and Myſtery ſhould ſweet 

be Improved, and not Monopolized in any one fingle River, Port, or Har- 

bour in Exgland or Wales, to the great Diſcouragement of Trade and Na- 

vigation in general. 

2. Every particular Member of the ſaid Company hath an equal En- 


_ enemed bythe Trinity-Houſe of Deptford-Strond, upon Reference, have Reporte their joinefuragement and Benefit in the PraCtice of their Trade in all Rivers, Ports, 


of ne Regular Opinion, wherein they approve of the ſaid Pr 


Compay. = hath been-approved of by His Majeſty, - and the Right Honourable the: 
Lords of His Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy Council, but catinot be 
made pradticib'e without an A& of Parliament. Ee DES 

Ships and Ve Now in this, as in other Caſes of a publick Good, it is common for 


| —_ ſmall Objections ar'ſ:, and for ſome time receive Credit.z, therefore hum- 
withut any In- bly crave Leave to anſwer ſome of them, viz. | NS, 


= ang , IE ITT 
befor agg OBJECTION. ws. 5 
Fence, That the Owners and Builders of Ships and Veſſels, or a particular Builder, 
may by the Lump, or otherwiſe, build or mr onr to Sea, with uherr vwn B- 
flates, what ſlight or inſufficient new or old Ships or Veſſels they pleaſe ; 
and if ſome Aoriners will not go to Sea in them, nor ſome Merchants 
will not venture their Goods in them, there are others that will, 
ANSWER. 

"By the Ship- That evil PraCtice by the Great or Lump (Ex Parte) without Con 
wright: Gere- or Survey, is too common, and the Argumen's often uſel is true 3 4 
' New $hip; «4 With Submiſlion, that Compariſon can never hold, to parallel Marine Ar- 
hv we, chitefture wich particular Eſtates, and private Bargains in Land Aﬀaoirs be- 


tween Man and Man, in regard the Livez of Bis Maje'tics Subjects are lia- 
to many greater Hazards, and fatal Miſcarriagez, belides the Ships Car- 
got; co:mmon!y Ten or Twenty times more worth t1an the Hull. 

Therefore the Mariners for their Lives, and the Merchants and Adven- 
turer; for the'r Goods, are more highly concerned in rhe Firm and Well- 
building, Repairing and Fitting out of Ships and Veſle's, and the Reaſon 
15 greater : -For, 0 EN EO 

When the Life of any one of Kis Majeſti.s Subj-Qs is untimeiy ended 
by any Caſual Accident, there are Jurics of Inquiſition, How that Life was 
gureor Call fir 10ſt 5 but if 1, 20, 100, 200, or morcof His Majelties Subjects lo/e their 
—_ Lives by Deficiency of a Ship or Veſſel, when they are enquired after, it's 
only ſaid, A Butt Started, Her Leaks Increaſed, She Founder. and, [ 
know not how it was, or ſuch like large Incredible andUnaccountable Notions. 

When the Shipwrights of England are Eſtabliſhed, and their General 
Rulesenjoyned to be obſerved, Ships and Veſſels will make their Voyages 
with more Safety, and leſs Damage to Merchants, than now they do, and His 
Majeſtics Cuſtoms and Mariners Wages much better ſecured ;z and where at 

this time there is one Owner of Shipping, and Adventurer by Sea, in all 
Probability there will be five, and Trade and Navigation Encouraged and 
Extradinay Fncreaſed. 

ies Ser- 
according 


* Survered four 
ſeverdl times ble 
before they be 
Lanch'd or 

- Floated. 


And old Ship; 
or Veſſels to be 
ſurveyed only 
at ſuch times 


_ the ſaid Trade, hath been one great Cauſe of ſo many Slight and Deceitful 


#5 the ſaid A Praftices in Marine ArchiteCture, and almoſt the total Loſs of the Breed of 


cent es, fo . mats . 

7 Experienced Able Journeymen Shipwrights, at this time ſo much wanting, to 

wa aol agg reriipen the ſolid Work of the Art and Myſtery of a Shipwright both at 
verbal, © Sea and Aſhoar. 

OE nk bd Gth in Ships and 

The Owne»s and Ships-Maſter wholly Rely, an nce in Ships 

Veſſels dari ys them and the Builder, and the Opinion or 

Tudgment of 4 particular Shipmright that they truſt to ſurvey ber whilſt 
4 Building. 


ANSWER. 


isevident the Owners, and Ships Maſter, and the Builder, are Parties of 
vos ence uy She wha Deſign of one Party 13 for making a {light 


ſeparate Intereſt; and 
Contra, and for gettin as 


| bigh a Price as he can. 
And the other Parties 
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al, which ſaid' Report' 


| their own Diſcretion, either to Build a Ship or Veſſel for Burthen, or for 


The ſeveral ſeparate Orders and Rules inthe Afﬀairs and Government of 


ving little or no Skill nor Judgment in the ſeve- 
ral particular Par.s, and Materia's for Marine Works, and the Ordinan- 
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and Harbours of Ergland and Wales, and in the well Breeding of their Ap- 
o—_ to perform thz ſolid Work of the ſaid Art and Myſtery, bo þ fer 
His Majeſtics Service, and for Merchants. ; 

- 3- That the Propoſal of Additional Heads to Reviſe and Amend the $hip- 
wrights of England's Charter, leaves the Maſter, Owners, and Bui.d-r, to 


Owners and 
Builders left to 
their own Diſ- 
cretion to build © 
& Ship, &Cc. 
for Burthen, or 
for Sailing, 


Sailing, according to the Trade or Deſign they Build for, and their Ordi- 
hancesand General Rules, when Eſtabliſhed, as they have lately becn con- 
fideredand prepared, to preven: Slights, and to {upprels the Myſt-ry of 
Errors and Deceipts in the principal Materia's of Tiinber, Plank, Thick 
Cent and Iron Work uked in8bips and Veilels, are allo of particu'ar Uſe 
to the Owners of Woods and Timber, in preſerving of Ship-Timber of a 
due Scant'ing or Proportion ſuitable to the Burthen of Ships and Veſſels 
from 1300 Tuns to 3o Tuns, and terconverting that which is proper tor 
Plank and Thick Stuff, and ther. by prevent many great Waſtes of ferv'c_a- 
able Timber, and more partici'arly in Inland Counties remote from Na- 
vigable Rivers, which canno: b2 termed a Monopoly, in regard they are of 
great Benefit to the Pubiick, b-ing not only uſeful tor the good Order an 
Improvement ot the {aid Trade mm the Rivers and Ports of Encland and 7:6 prforrncd 
Wales, but alſo neceſſary to be App-aled unto, when any Diff.rences arit: 
amongſt Perſons concerned in Marine ArchitcCture, the Builder and Par- 
ticular Surveyor, having th-rcby a credible Diſcharge of their Performance, 
and the Merchan's and Mariners, a true Information and fair Account of 
the Ships and Veſſels wh.rein itey adventure th:ir Lives, Eſtat.s and 
Goods; likewiſe anſwers the well meaning and good int:ne of the fe- 9 Ve 1 
veral Ancient S:arutes {or the Growth and | reſervation of Englith Timber. pry gg 
4. Every pardcular M-mbcr of the {aid Company have allo the fame Ad- 
vantage and Right to a Proportion oi the Con'ributions amongſt themſelves, 
and Charit:ble Gifts, in caſe of Age, Poverty or Cripples ; ot which num- 
ber, by Falls and Bruiies, with other Accidents, ſince the Encreaſe of Ship; - 777 
and Veſſels of great Burihen, both in His Majeſty's Service, and in the 64s. 
Service of Merchants, ther- are Objedtts of great Pity dilregarded, and have 
no Relief. 
It's well known to Mariners, and other His Majeſty's Subje&ts Trading by 
Sea, That Mens Livcs have been loſt by Miſcarriages of Ships and Veſſels, 
and many great Damages have often happencd, even in common Seas and <> 
Temporate Weather, and by gentle Touches on Sand or hard Ground, and 
the Realon thereof has never been truly Underſtood, nor rightly Enquired 
imtOo. 
Therefore to fail or negle&t, the only Way and Mcthod to Redtifie and 
Prevent ſuch known evil Practices, is not only at once to diſcountenance 
the Credit and Trade of Exgliſh Ships, and thereby diſcourage and loſe 
the Trade of 2n Ezglifh ew and Navigation in general; but is alſo, 
and with humble Submiſſion it to be a Failure in common Juſtice to Ma- 
riners, to Merchants, and other Adventurers by Sea ; as to their Lives, th-ir 
Wages, thiir Goods and Eſtates, and to His Majeſty in the Revenue of the 
Cuſtoms, and Naval Services. 


And that the ſaid Bill may have a timely and true Explanation, have alſs 
offered an Eſſay in a Fair and Eafie Method to have a more per- 
fed Intelligence of Damage, and to prevent many conſiderable Loſſes of 
Ships and Veſts and extraordinary Damages received from time to time 
in their Voyages. And theſe are the Reaſons that recommend to your 
Honours a Nurſery to ground 4 true Knowledge in the Performance of 
Marine Works. The Foundation and Security of Trade and Navigati- 
on. Al] which is humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of this Honour- 


eble Houſe, by 
John Cocks. 
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